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The sudden death of his wife 
challenged Justice to change his 
behaviour and pay more attention 
to his children.  He was drinking 
heavily and spent weekends away 
from home with his friends.

“I went to taverns every 
weekend and returned home late 
at night. My wife and children 
would already be asleep when 
I got home. I did not have a 
relationship with my children 
because they hardly saw me 
or spent time with me, but I 
made sure they had everything 
they needed,” he said.

After 12 years of marriage, 
Justice’s wife collapsed and 
died.

“I was at work when I 
received the news of my 
wife’s passing. My world came 
crashing down because she 
was in good health when I left 
for work that morning. On 
my arrival, I was greeted by 

police and paramedics who surrounded 
my wife’s body, which was covered with 
a white sheet. I cried like a baby and felt 
hopeless and bereft because I couldn’t 
believe how sudden her death was. I 
thought about all the days I spent away 
from her and I wished I could reverse the 
time,” said Justice.

After the funeral Justice took his 
children, who were 14 and two years 
old at that time, to his mother. After 
six months Justice moved back to his 
parents’ house in order to help his 
mother with the children.

 “I stopped drinking alcohol because 

I felt my children needed me more than 
they did when their mother was still 
alive. However, I battled to quit smoking 
because it calmed down my nerves,” he 
said.

The following year, Justice was invited 
to the Universal Church and started 
attending services because he wanted his 
life to change. He took part in the chains 
of prayer on Fridays for deliverance.

“I asked God to deliver me from 
smoking because I wanted to live a 
healthy life and be there for my children. 
As I continued coming to the church, I 
was able to forgive myself for not being 
there for my wife and accepted that she 
was gone. I was able to stop smoking 
after a year in the church. I spent time 
with my children because I wanted them 
to receive the love they needed. I became 
involved in their social activities and 
helped them with their homework. Their 
performance at school improved as well 
as our relationship,” said Justice.

His daughter is now in high school 
while his son is at pre-school. “I am 
grateful to God for giving me a new lease 
on life to raise my children and be there 
for them,” said Justice.
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I was at work when 
I received the news 

of my wife’s passing. 
My world came 

crashing down...I 
cried like a baby and 

felt hopeless...
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Gloria became bored after being 
a member of the Universal Church 
for fi ve years because she did not 
invest in her spiritual life and all her 
friends were not church members.

She could not resist the 
temptation to start drinking, going 
to nightclubs and dating many 
men which was how her friends 
behaved. She was 13 years old 
when her mother introduced her 
to the church, but she wanted 
to experience the lifestyle of her 
friends and skipped church services.

“I was in high school when I 
met friends who drank alcohol and 
went to parties. I felt that my life 
was boring. I sometimes went to the 
church, but spent most of my time 
with friends. We went to parties, 
drank alcohol and dated different 
men who gave me money that I 
used for entertainment,” she said.

Gloria continued attending 
church services, but she was 
not willing to change or obey 
the teachings of faith.

“I heard the preaching about 
the importance of being faithful 
to God with my life. I knew 
God was talking to me through 
the preaching and I felt guilty. 
However, I continued with 
that lifestyle because I thought 
I was enjoying life,”  said 
Gloria.

The lifestyle that Gloria 
chose brought emptiness 
into her life.

“I felt that there was 
something missing inside 
me and no men or alcohol 
could fi ll up that space. In 
my mind I knew it was God 
who could give me true 
happiness,” she said.

Gloria only realised 
that life was too short to be 
wasted after a man tried to 

rape her at gun point. “It was at night and we were 
coming from my friend’s place. When we walked past 
an open fi eld, he pointed a gun at me. He told me to 
take off my clothes, but I refused. He started beating 
me and I thought he was going to shoot me. I prayed 
and asked God to give me a second chance to change. 
He stopped beating me and even offered to take me 

home. I was surprised, because he had wanted to 
rape and kill me. When I arrived home, my 

mother could not recognise me because 
my face was swollen. I could see she 

was shocked and scared of what she 
saw,” said Gloria.

That was when Gloria 
took the decision to 

change and become a 
better woman. She 

took part in the 
chains of prayer 
on Fridays for 

her deliverance 
in 2012.

“I then joined the 
youth group of the church 

and committed my life to God. 
I did not want anything to do with 

my old friends and their infl uences and 
I stopped drinking alcohol. I deleted their 

numbers and lost all contact with them. I can’t 
even stand the smell of alcohol. I also stopped 
dating different men,” she said.

She attended Wednesday services for her 
spiritual life to develop. “I was baptised with the 
Holy Spirit and found inner peace. I now have 
a job, and God fi lled in the missing pieces of 
the puzzle of my life. God continues to bless my 
life. I later found a well-paid job. I bought myself 
a car and in October this year I bought a house. 
I am independent and I don’t need money from 
men because I know God is my only provider,” 
said Gloria.
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Unable to cope with her fi nancial struggles and 
family problems, Aletta tried to commit suicide.

Her mother died when she was 15 years old and 
two weeks after the funeral, her father’s girlfriend 
moved in with them.

“We lived in a family house with my grandmother 
while my father and his girlfriend lived at the 
backyard. I thought she was going to comfort and 
help my father to take care of me and my sister, who 
was two years old. However, she turned our father 
against us. It did not take long for my father to stop 
taking care of us fi nancially. His girlfriend did not 
want him to buy us clothes and shoes or supply our 
basic needs,” said Aletta.

Her grandmother had to take over and provide 
for Aletta and her sister. “My grandmother was 
not working. We depended on her grant for 
everything. I did not have any hard feelings 
for my father’s girlfriend, instead I was 
angry and bitter towards my father who 
did not provide for us. I sometimes wished 
that my mother was still alive because she 
took care of us,” said Aletta. 

To earn extra cash, Aletta worked at a 
salon after school. “It hurt me seeing my 
grandmother struggling to provide 
for us. As the elder sister, I felt 
that it was my responsibility 
to do something about our 
home situation. I found a 
temporary job at a salon. 
After school I went to 
work. It was not easy 
because I was always 
tired at school. With 
the money I earned, 
I was able to buy 
food for the house, 
pay for my school 
trips and buy clothes 
for my sister and I,” said 
Aletta.

When she 
completed her matric, 
she could not further 
her studies because 
of her fi nancial 
problems. “I was 
sad because I knew 
my father could afford 
it, but he did not care about 

me. I felt helpless in the situation and thought ending 
my life was going to put an end to my suffering. I 
drank an overdose of tablets, hoping to die, but to my 
surprise nothing happened,” she said.

A few months after her failed attempt at suicide, 
Aletta watched the Universal Church’s programme on 
television. “I heard testimonies from people who had 
hit rock bottom but had built up their lives through 
their faith and that gave me hope. I looked for the 
nearest church and started attending services. I felt 
lighter and happier on my fi rst day at church,” said 
Aletta.

She took part in the chains of prayer on Fridays 
for her deliverance. “I learned how to use my faith 
in order to change my situation. I was fi rst delivered 
from suicidal thoughts and saw life in a different way. 

I understood I am precious and was born for 
a purpose,” she said.

Two years later in the church, she 
had her fi nancial breakthrough. “I 
found a job and my life started to 

improve. I was able to take care 
of my sister and grandmother. 
That gave me great satisfaction 
knowing that we do not need 

to depend on anyone except 
for God,” said Aletta.

As a child of God, 
Aletta believed that she 

could achieve even 
greater things in 

life. She continued 
taking part in the 
movements of 
faith. “I was able to 
forgive my father 
and that opened 
great doors for my 

blessings. In 2003 
I found another job 

with a better salary. 
Two years later I was 

able to buy a house 
and a car. I am now 

able to provide 
my family with 
the things I 
could not 
before. I 
now live 
p e a c e f u l l y 

with everyone 
around me,” she 

said.
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Being raised by his brothers without any parental 
guidance exposed Paul to the abuse of alcohol as a child.

His mother was abducted by soldiers during a war in 
his country when Paul was only three years old.

“My father worked and lived in Johannesburg, so my 
brothers took over the responsibility of raising me. They 
had no one to look up to and they did what was good in 
their eyes.

They gave me alcohol from the age of fi ve and I started 
drinking it voluntarily as I grew up. No one reprimanded 
me, instead they made it a joke that I drank like my 
grandfather who was an alcoholic.  Growing up without 
parents around was normal for me because I did not have 
any memories of them,” he said.

 Paul came to look for a job in South Africa when he 
was 17 years old.

“I hitch-hiked and I didn’t know where I was going 
to sleep. On my arrival in South Africa I was dropped 
off near a farm in Mpumalanga and the owner offered 
me a job and a place to stay. I worked there and made 
enough money to keep me going. It wasn’t long after that 
my alcohol addiction got me fi red. I then went to a mine 
in Johannesburg with a hope of fi nding my father. I sold 
cigarettes to earn a living, but I drank every cent I made. I 
later had to fl ee the area because men from there wanted 
to kill me for sleeping with their girlfriends,” he said. 

He then moved to central Johannesburg where he 
lived on the streets with nothing but the clothes he was 
wearing. 

“I begged for money and food during the day. Night 
times were a nightmare because I had no blankets to 
cover myself. I slept on cardboard boxes. Going back 
home was the last thing I thought of because there was 
nothing good that I left behind.

One morning I met people who were from my country 
and they offered me a place to stay, clean clothes and 
food. That same year I was invited to the Universal 
Church. Within a week in the church, I was able to quit 
alcohol and cigarettes,” he said. 

One of the members of the church gave Paul money 
to start a small business. He sold airtime vouchers on the 
streets and his business grew. He later bought a machine 
to print airtime vouchers.

“I have a company that supplies airtime vouchers to 
different retail shops around Soweto. I also bought a car, 
a Jeep Cherokee. Coming to God gave me the love of God 
that I never received from my parents. It turned me into 
the responsible man that I am today. I found wisdom for 
a blessed fi nancial life,” said Paul.

By Nikiwe Titus
uckg.org.za

I was raised by 
brothers who drank

I was born for a

PURPOSE
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DISCLAIMERS: The contents of this publication refl ect the opinions of the interviewees. This publication is for information purposes only. Opinions and advice expressed do not necessarily 
represent the views of the Universal Church of the Kingdom of God. The Universal Church does not claim to heal anyone, but believes that through the power of faith in the name of Jesus, 

a person can receive healing. Those under medical treatment are advised to continue taking prescribed medication and following their doctors’ instructions.
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GAUTENG
Alexandra 1: 740 Pretoria Main Road, 
Cnr Link Road 
Benoni (Main): 70 Cranbourne Avenue  
(Next to ABSA)
Brakpan: Shop 3 & 4 Kitchiner & High 
Street, Olympic Centre, (Victoria Ave)
Daveyton 1: 9397 Eislen Street (Next to 
Engen garage)
Daveyton 2: 5546 Elslven Street 
Daveyton Inview former Cinema
Dobsonville : 4337 Main Road, 
Dobsonville
Duduza 1: 4B18 Mphuti Street, 
Extention 3
Etwa-twa: Erf 57158 The Horn Str.-
Etwatwa-Daveyton
Eldorado: Sirkel Road, Ext. 5 (White 
tent, Next to Shoprite 7 and Shell 
Garage)
Evaton: 348 Bodea Road, (next  to 
Mmali's Shop) Evaton
Fine Town (Main): 9 Fonteine,Golden 
Highway, Grasmere
Germiston:  Cnr Voortrekker Street and 
Railway Road, (Opp. Total Garage)
Hillbrow: 60 Pretoria Street, Highpoint 
(Next to KFC) 
Kagiso (Main): Cnr Ngalonkulu & 
Thulaniville Drive, Hillsview
Kempton Park: 9 Pretoria Road, 
Kempton Park
Kwathema 1: 6993, Shabangu Street, 
Emajudeni (Next to Boxer Supermarket)
La Rochelle: 18 Geranium Cnr Prairie 
Street
Lenasia 1: 1 Station Place, Ext 1, 
Former Aspara Cinema

Makenta: 6975 Makente Street, 
Kwathema
Mabopane:  2733 Block B - Next to 
Tlamelong Clinic.
Meadowlands (Main): 21332 Isigwe 
Street, Zone 6, Meadowlands West
Merafe: 2231 Moletsane Moliwa 
Street, Soweto (Behind Pick ‘n Pay)
Orange Farm 1: Falcon Road, Ext. 6A, 
(Near Spar)
Pretoria: 175 Nana Sita street (old 
Skinner str), Pretoria Central
Protea Glen: 806 Isicibilili Street, Cnr 
Igwayigwayi Street 
Rabie Ridge: 706 Rietduiker Street 
(Opp. BP Garage)
Randburg 1: 4 Dover & Bram Fischer, 
(Opp. Garden Mall)
Randfontein: 17 Sixth Street Roma 
Building, opp Midas
Rockville: Erf 10926, Ndabezitha 
Street
Roodepoort: 37 Mooi Street
Sebokeng: 392 Moshoeshoe 
Street, Zone 10 (Formerly Freddie’s 
supermarket)
Springs: First Floor, Erf 977, Geduld, 
Springs
Spruitview: 23 Cnr Brickfi eld & Moagi 
Road
Thembisa 1: 87 Kestrel Street 
Mathole, Difateng
Thokoza 1: 1838 Rakoma Street (Opp 
Shell Garage) 
Tsakane: 2745 Mabaso str. Corner 
Shadu and Mabaso
Vanderbijlpark: Shop No. 4, C R 
Swart Street (Next to OK Furniture)
Vereeniging: Shop 1, 8 Kruger Avenue 
(Opp Sassa) 
Vosloorus: 8384 Heidelberg Road, 
Cnr Motsile Street (Next to big hall 
community)
WESTERN CAPE
Cape Town:  9 Buitenkant Street (near 
the Grand Parade)
Khayalitsha: 54 Ntsikizi Street, Ilitha 
Park
Nyanga Junction: Duinefontein Road 

(Train Station 1 st Floor )
Mandalay: Shop 18, Merrydale Centre, 
Ryan Way
Strand: Broadland Road, Unit 7140
Bellville:16 Kruskal Ave (opposite to 
Standard Bank & KFC)
Athlone: Erf 3802 Lawrence Road
Kraaifontein: Shop 35, Hub Shopping 
Centre, Wapnick Street
Parow: 103 Alexander Street
Parkwood: 3911 Blackbird Avenue
Worcester: No. 1 Grey Street
George (Main): 44 Sandkraal 
Road,Conville 
Mosselbay: 4 Keerom Street, 
Heiderand

KWA-ZULU NATAL
Durban (Main) - 465 Anton Lembede 
(Smith) Street, (Opp. Durdoc Centre)
Kwa Mashu: P50 Bhejane Road
Pinetown: 28 Crompton Street Mndoni 
Centre
Hammersdale: B889/3 - Mpumalanga 
Unit B, Ithala Premises Kwa Meoyi
Stanger: 29 Balcomb Street
Ntuzuma: 1 Nozaza Shopping Centre, 
Ithala Centre (Next To Ntuzuma Clinic)
Port Shepstone: Shop no 2 Robertson 
street no 4042
Phoenix: Gem City, 1st Floor
Clairwood: 534 South Coast Road
Pietermaritzburg: 399 Church Street, 
(Opp. Capital Centre)
Ladysmith: Shop No. 263a, Murchison 
Street
Kokstad: 15 Hope Street (Behind 
Kokstad Tile Market)
Newcastle: Shop 1,2,3 - 7 Voortrekker 
Street

EASTERN CAPE
East London (Main): 5 Gladstone 
Street
Port Alfred: 3465 Endlovini Village
Gonubie: 259 Mzamomhle Township
Fort Beaufort: 84 Campbell Street, 
Dimbaza
Mthatha (Main): No. 36 Owen St (Next 
to Botha Sigcau Building)
Norongo: Crn Norongo & Sopazi Street 
- New Brighton
Grahamstown: 33 Beaufort Street  
(Opposite the Police station )
Korsten: 1st Floor, Erven 1611 & 1612 
Korsten
Main Street: Cnr Palmston & Govan 
Mbeki Avenue
Sidwell: 96 Commercial Road
Uitenhage: 13 Chase Street
Humansdorp: Jerry Kololo Street, 
Kwanomzamo

FREE STATE
Bloemfontein: 60 Church Street (Next 
to Hoffman Square)
Batho: Love Road, No. 1024 (Opp. 
Excellence School & Sasol Garage)
Qwa-Qwa: Midtown Complex 
Shopping 2 Phuthaditjhaba
Bethlehem: 92 Maseko Street 
Bohlokong 9701
Makwane: Makwane Shopping centre
Harrismith: 47 Stuart Street.
Ladybrand: 1044 Manyanetseng
Marquard: 8 Van Der Watt Street
Clocolan: 27a, Rienzi Street, Clocolan

NORTHERN CAPE
Kimberley: 18 Currey Street (Behind 
Home Affairs)
Delpoortshoop: Cnr Delport and 
Scholts Street, (Next to Corries Garage)
Hartswater: Phokwane Weg 3
Upington: 15 Leeukop Street, 
Rosebuds Centre, Rosedale
Port Nolloth: Nick Ossewa Street, Port 
Nolloth

MPUMALANGA

Nelspruit (Main): 6c Samora 
Machel & Petroleum Street (Behind 
Buscor Terminus)
Pinari: Ndebe Shopping Complex
Dundonald: ERF 718, (Next to Taxi 
Rank)
Witbank: 8 Arras Street, Witbank 
CBD
Emzinoni location
Bronkhorstpruit: 3 Small Street 
(Next to the main taxi rank)
Delmas : 26 Sarel Cillers Street, 
Delmas

LIMPOPO
Polokwane: 101 General Joubert 
& Rissik Street, (Next to Kwik Fit)
Turfl oop: Shop 6A, Zone A, 
University Street, Turfl oop 
Shopping Centre
Tzaneen: Gratia Gebou Building, 9 
Kudu Street

NORTH WEST
Rustenburg 1: 134 Klopper Street, 
Rustenburg
Brits: Shop Number 10 Pienaar 
Street - from Murray Street 
Jouberton: 150 Emangweni Street 
Kanana: 1008 Ramncwana Street  
Orkney 
Mahikeng: 35 Main Street 
Mahikeng
Itsoeseng: 3307, Zone 2, 
Itsoeseng
Schweizer-Reneke: 765 Serame 
Riekert, Ipelegeng location
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