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“T  hen, behold, the 
veil of the temple was 
torn in two from top 

to bottom; and the earth quaked, 
and the rocks were split…” 
Matthew 27:51 

While the veil was not torn, no 
one could access the presence 
of God but the High Priest.

After the death of Jesus on 
the cross, the veil was torn 
from top to bottom. That 
means God took the decision 
to remove any barrier that 
would impede mankind from 
accessing His presence.

Hence, it makes no sense…

• That although you can 
have access to His presence, 
you are still living a life of 
sadness and distress;

• That you are 
unemployed;

• That you have been sick 
for a very long time;

• That you cannot sleep 
at night;

• That you have suicidal 
thoughts;

• That you are suffering 
from depression;

• That bad luck follows 
you wherever you go;

• That you cannot quit 
addictions;

• That you feel hopeless;

• That your family is 
falling apart and completely 
lost!

This is the reason why 
Jesus died on the cross and 
resurrected, to grant you life 
and an abundant life. John 
10:10

Therefore, it is about time that 
you take the decision to suffer 
no more. Your part here is to 
take the decision to put your 
faith in God instead of being 
focused on the problems you 
have.

Now that the veil is torn and 
you have free access to God, 
take possession of what He 
promised to everyone who 
believes in Him.

“For I know the thoughts that 
I think toward you, says the 
Lord, thoughts of peace and 
not of evil, to give you a future 
and a hope. Then you will call 
upon Me and go and pray to 
Me, and I will listen to you.” 
Jeremiah 29:11-12 

Call upon Him NOW, for He 
has plans to prosper you and 
give you a future, a very great 
one!
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God bless you all. 

Marcelo Pires
mp@mpires.org

IT MAKES NO 
SENSE

YOU HAVE 
FREE ACCESS 
TO GOD, TAKE 
POSSESSION 
OF WHAT HE 
PROMISED



Pheladi grew up in a very 
poor home. She had to stay 
with her grandmother after 

her parents moved to another 
place for work.

“My father was earning very little 
as a gardener. Even though we 
were very poor, my grandmother 
was the most loving person. We 
struggled a lot. I did not have 
clothes and I walked barefoot to 
school,” she said.

Her family sought help in many 
places but to no avail. The 
situation was so difficult that 
Pheladi had to look for a job at 
the age of 17.

“I got involved with an older 
man who lied about his marital 
status.  He did not tell me he was 
married. I had children with him 
and it was not long until he left 

us. I stayed in a very small shack 
with my children. When it rained, 
the shack would flood with water 
and my children had to go to my 
friend’s place,” she said.

Pheladi’s worst fears were coming 
true.  History was repeating itself 
as her children started going 
through the same hardships she 
experienced as  a child.

“We relied on one bag of 
potatoes for the whole month. 
I contemplated suicide for days 
on end. I always thought about 
everything that was going wrong 
in my life before I slept. I also 
had many sleepless nights,” said 
Pheladi.

Seeing the situation she 
was going through, her cousin 

invited her to the Universal 
Church. “I felt very different the 
first time I attended the service at 
the church.  That prompted me to 
continue attending. I engaged in 
the chains of prayers, especially 
on Fridays for my deliverance. 
Things changed at work and I 
was promoted. I was able to build 
a house for my children.

Today, I have a great life. I do not 
have suicidal thoughts and I sleep 

well at night. I am well married 
and I own a successful business 
with my husband. We have our 
own houses and cars. Our children 
are at the best schools. My first 
child graduated as an electrical 
engineer,” she said.

With everything that she has 
achieved, the Holy Spirit 
still remains her greatest gift. 
“Attending services at the 
Universal Church was the best 
decision I ever made. I am 
content with my life and I found 
all that I had been longing for,” 
said Pheladi.
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We relied on one 
bag of potatoes 
for the whole 

month

History repeating itself
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Growing up in the church did 
not stop Christine from living 
a reckless life when she went to 

high school. 

“I started comparing myself  with 
other learners at school. I thought 
they were happier because they were 
smoking, drinking alcohol and partying. 
Happiness was something I never had 
so I became curious about their lifestyle. 
I wanted to feel what the other learners 
felt,” she said.

Christine did all that she could to fit 
in with the other learners at school. 
She started deceiving older men to get 
money from them because she felt that 
the money that she was getting from 
her parents was not enough. “I started 

drinking all kinds of  alcohol and I was 
smoking cigarettes, dagga and hubbly 
bubbly. I led that kind of  lifestyle with 
my friends. I also got piercings and 
tattoos because I wanted to fit in so 
badly,” she said.

Christine gave herself  completely to 
doing what was wrong. A time came 
when Christine decided to run away 
from home because she wanted more of  
the lifestyle of  her friends. 

“I went to live on the streets with my 
friends. We had nowhere to go. In order 
to survive on the streets, we had to rob 
people. We went to buy knives because 
we had to strategise how we were going 
to rob people. I became dependent on 
cocaine and methcathinone. 

We would not bath for days on end. It 
was so shameful that I could not even 
recognise myself,” said Christine.

After living on the streets for a month 
and a couple of  weeks, Christine’s 
parents found her and they took her to 

stay with her aunt because they were 
afraid that she would run away again. 
Christine developed anger and fell into 
depression. She began self-mutilating 
and cut her wrists with a razor.

“I thought cutting myself  and seeing 
blood would free me from the pain I was 
feeling inside. I could not find a reason 
to live any more. My life took a turn for 
the worse when my friends and I robbed 
a drug dealer’s house. I always had to 
look over my shoulder since the drug 
dealers were after me. I realised that I 
could no longer go on like that. 

One Sunday, I went to the church 
determined to change my life. The 
message that was passed in that service 
compelled me to make a decision to 
change my lifestyle. I went home that 
day and removed all my piercings. I 
took the decision to go to church every 
day and I engaged in chains of  prayer.

I stopped smoking cigarettes, dagga and 
hubbly bubbly. I am no longer dependent 
on cocaine and methcathinone. I also 
stopped drinking alcohol and I no 
longer deceive older men for money.

Today I am a happy person, I’m no 
longer depressed. I do not need to cut 
myself  and I have found a reason to live. 
The joy and peace I received from the 
Holy Spirit is eternal,” she said.

LONGING FOR 
HAPPINESS

I THOUGHT CUTTING MYSELF AND SEEING 
BLOOD WOULD FREE ME FROM THE PAIN 

I WAS FEELING INSIDE.

By Albertine Chitswa | uckg.org.za
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Caroline’s life was marked 
by pain. She never knew 
her father and her mother 

left her when she was very young.

“My life was very miserable and I 
was depressed. I always preferred 
to be alone. I never experienced 
the love of  my parents or 
family. After the passing of  
my grandmother, my family 
emotionally abused me. My aunt 
used to say hurtful words to me. 

She told me how useless I was, 
that I had no purpose in life and 
that my parents left me because 
they did not love me. I had 
sleepless nights and cried every 
night,” she said.

Her life became increasingly 
difficult when she moved in with 
her uncle and his wife. She was 
accused of  sleeping with her 
uncle and every morning, they 
checked her stomach to see if  
she was pregnant. “That hurt 
me a lot and I thought I was not 
good enough and I was unloved 
by everyone. I thought I had no 
purpose in life.  I believed I was 
useless.

I was invited to the Universal 
Church by a member and I 
attended the service that day. 

After the service, I was counselled 
by a pastor’s wife. She told me 
that the peace I yearned for 
could only be found in God. I 
continued to attend the services 
in the church but my life was still 
the same. 

I told God that I wanted to have 
the peace that everyone spoke 
about. I wanted a new life, I was 
tired of  being in the church with 
the same life.

I got baptised in water. I 
meditated on the Bible and I 
fasted. I sought for the presence 
of  God with everything in me. 
I received the Holy Spirit and 
I felt the joy and peace that I 
longed for,” said Caroline.

Caroline is no longer depressed 
and her life has transformed. 
She was able to forgive her 
family for mistreating her. “I 
am at peace and I know that I 
am good enough and God has 
a purpose for my life,” she said.

I THOUGHT I HAD 
NO PURPOSE IN 

LIFE. 
I BELIEVED I WAS 

USELESS



Ntokozo and her five siblings 
grew up in a good family where 
both parents were present. 

Things quickly turned sour after her 
parents separated because of the 
verbal fights that they had.

“I had a good childhood until I 
got to high school and my parents 
separated. At that time, I did not 
realise that their 
separation had a 
negative impact 
on me. My mother 
continued to raise 
us on her own. 
I also became a 
member of the 
Universal Church 
during that time,” 
she said.

Not long after, Ntokozo became 
anxious about the bad lifestyle her 
peers were living. She got involved 
with someone whom she knew was 
not good for her and then left the 

church. “I got involved with a man 
who did not share the same faith 
as me and as a result we ended up 
fornicating. That left me with a huge 
void inside.

I drank alcohol and partied as a 
way of escaping my reality. I became 
depressed and had suicidal thoughts. 
I lived like that for about four months,” 

said Ntokozo.
Ntokozo had 

a wake-up call 
when she went 
back home after 
getting very 
drunk and her 
mother warned 
her that things 
would end badly 
for her.

“I realised that I needed help and I 
went back to the Universal Church.  I 
spoke to the pastor and he counselled 
me. I immediately took the decision 
to get baptised in water. 

My life is great and I am filled 
with the Holy Spirit. I am no longer 
depressed and I do not have a void 
inside me. I do not have the suicidal 
thoughts any more. My parents never 
got back together but there is still 
peace and unity amongst my family 
members,” she said.
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Antonio could not say no to 
his friends and was easily 
influenced by them. They 

influenced him to the point where 
they introduced him to drugs.

“My friends introduced me to 
drugs and we sold them and made 
a lot of money. That gave us the 
motive to continue selling. We sold 
them at different schools and around 
the neighbourhood. I wanted 
recognition from people,” he said.

Antonio had a dual personality, 
behaving like one person at home 
and another outside. “I was well 
behaved at home.  My parents had 
no idea that I was selling drugs. I 
lived in fear because I always walked 
around with a bag full of drugs.

I was invited to the Universal Church 
by my parents. I only attended the 
services just to please them but I did 
not pay attention to the preaching. 
I really wanted to change because 
I knew that my lifestyle would put 
me in a predicament. I spoke to the 
pastor and he advised me to give up 

my wrong ways, but I did not listen,” 
said Antonio

Antonio decided to change 
his way of living when the pastor 
spoke about people with dual 
personalities.

“The pastor was very persistent 
with me. He always gave me advice. 
I started attending the services even 
more and I engaged in the chains of 
prayers.

I always heard people talk about 
the Holy Spirit and I would read 
about Him in the Bible. I understood 
that it is essential for me to receive 
Him. I decided to get baptised in 
water. After my baptism in water, I 
rejected all my bad friends.

I did not give up and I obeyed the 
teachings I received in the church. 
I prayed and fasted for an entire 
week. I read the Bible and the books 
of the church. I sought the presence 
of God all the time. My only desire 
was to be filled with the Holy Spirit,” 
he said.

Today Antonio is filled with the Holy 
Spirit and has a good relationship 
with his family. He cut ties with all his 
friends and does not sell drugs any 
more. “I am a new person and I have 
no desire to sell or consume drugs. I 
lack nothing and I am happy with my 
life,” said Antonio.

SECRETS ALMOST DESTROYED ME

TRYING TO ESCAPE REALITY

I lived in 
fear because 

I always walked 
around with 
a bag full of 

drugs

I became depressed 
and had suicidal 
thoughts. I lived 

like that for 
about four months



Being raised by a single mother 
took its toll on Liberty. “We 
were suffering at home.  We 

did not have basic things,” he said.

It was not long before a friend from 
school introduced him to cigarettes. 
“My friend advised me to smoke 
cigarettes to stay awake at night 
since we studied at that time. Over 
time, I became addicted.

When I finished school, I had to 
look for a job to support my mother 
and siblings. I moved from my home 
country to South Africa in search of  
greener pastures. I expected to find 
a good job so that I could support 
my family back home but things did 
not go as planned,” said Liberty.

He only managed to get temporary 
jobs and spent the little that he 
earned on alcohol and cigarettes. 
“Whenever I got paid, I would 
pass by the tavern and spend all 

the money on alcohol before 
going home.

To make extra money, I used 
to steal from the construction 
site where I worked. I stole 
cement and sold it to a man 
who used to build close to 

where I stayed,” he said.

For two years, Liberty was unable 
to send money back home. He only 
thought about his family when he was 
sober but when he was intoxicated, 
nothing mattered to him. He spent 
his weekends drinking in the tavern 
and sometimes  slept there.

“I tried to quit drinking alcohol and 
smoking cigarettes but whenever I 
had money, I spent it all on alcohol 
and cigarettes. The desire to 
change came when all my friends 
went home to visit their families in 
December. I was left alone with no 
money and no food.

I was invited to attend a service 
at the Universal Church on my 
way from work.  I tried to make 
excuses but the assistants persisted. I 
attended the service and I was given 
counselling afterwards,” he said.

He engaged in the chains of  prayers 
every day to fight for his deliverance 
from alcohol and cigarettes. After 
two weeks in the church, he quit 
alcohol and a month later cigarettes.

“I do not have the desire to drink 
alcohol or smoke cigarettes. I have 
my own business and I am filled 
with the presence of  God. I am a 
married man with two children. 
I managed to put all three of  my 
siblings through school. I am now 
a responsible man of  God,” said 
Liberty.
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“Whenever 
I got paid, I 
would pass 

by the tavern 
and spend all 
the money on 
alcohol before 
going home

ESCAPING 
ADDICTION



DISCLAIMERS: The contents of this publication reflect the opinions of the interviewees. This publication is for information purposes only. Opinions and 
advice expressed do not necessarily represent the views of the Universal Church of the Kingdom of God. The Universal Church does not claim to heal 
anyone, but believes that through the power of faith in the name of Jesus, a person can receive healing. Those under medical treatment are advised to 

continue taking prescribed medication and following their doctors’ instructions.

GAUTENG 
Park Station: 25 Plein Street,
Johannesburg
Alexandra 1: 740 Pretoria Main
Road, Cnr Link Road

Benoni: 70 Cranbourne Avenue
(Next to ABSA)

Carletonville: 4 Ada Street

Daveyton 1: 9397 Eislen Street
(Next to Engen Garage)

Diepsloot: Ext 4, (Opp. The 
Bridge)

Dobsonville : 4337 Main Road

Ebony Park: 476 Twenty Ninth 
September Road 

Eldorado: Sirkel Road, Ext 5
(White tent, Next to Shell 
Garage)

Evaton: 348 Bodea Road, 
(next to
Mmali’s Shop)

Fine Town: 10 Fontaine, 
Grasmere,
Golden Highway

Germiston: Cnr Voortekker 
Street
& Railway Road, (Opp. Total
Garage)

Hillbrow: Highpoint, 60 
Pretoria Street

Kagiso: Cnr Ngalonkulu &
Thulandivile Drive, Hillsview

Kempton Park: 13 Pretoria 
Road
(Next To Caltex Garage)

Kwa Thema 1: Cnr Nkosi and
Hintsa Streets, Highland, Kwa
Thema (next to the Post Office)

La Rochelle: 18 Geranium 
Street,
Cnr Prairie Street

Lenasia 1: 1 Station Place, Ext 
1, Former Apsara Cinema (Next 
to Apsara Supermarket)

Merafe: 2231 Moliwa Street,
Moletsane (Behind Pick ‘n Pay)

Mohlakeng: 2186 Nhlapo 
Street
Nigel: Shop 1, Gazelle Street,
Alra Park

Orange Farm 1: Falcon Road, 
EXT 6A, (Near Spar) 

Randburg 1: 4 Dover & Bram
Fischer, (Opp. Garden Mall)

Refengkgotso: 41 
Refengkgotso

Sebokeng: 392 Moshoeshoe
Street, Zone 10 (Formerly
Freddie’s supermarket)

Soweto: 24456 Cnr Immink 
Road & Kokwane Street, 
Zone 6, Diepkloof

Spruitview: 23 Cnr Brickfield &
Moagi Road

Tembisa 1: 87 Kestrel Street,
Mathole, Difateng

Thokoza 1: 1838 Rakoma Street
(Opp Shell Garage)

Tsakane 1: 2745 Mabaso Street,
Cnr Shandu

Vanderbijlpark: Shop No. 4,

C R Swart Street (Next to OK
Furniture)

Vereeniging: Shop 1, 8 Kruger
Avenue (Opp Sassa)

Vosloorus: 12710 Beirman 
Road,
Vosloorus Square (Former 
Nandy & Nice)

Pretoria: 175 Nana Sita Street 
(old Skinner Street), Pretoria 
Central

WESTERN CAPE
Cape Town
Cape Town: 9 Buitenkant Street 
(near the Grand Parade)

Khayelitsha: 54 Ntsikizi Street, 
Ilitha Park 

Phillipi: 427 Landsdowne Road 
(Next to Tesco)

Bellville : 16 Kruskal Avenue, 
Bellville -  Cape Town, Opposite 
KFC

George
George: 121 Cradock Street

EASTERN CAPE
East London 

East London: 5 Gladstone 
Street

Umtata: 36 Owen Street (Next 
to Botha Sigcau Building)

Port Elizabeth: 45 Norongo 
Road & Cnr Sopazi Street, New 
Brighton

NORTHERN CAPE
Kimberley

Kimberley: 44 Sidney Street

Upington: Rosebuds Shopping 
Centre, Leeukop Street, Cnr 
Drakensberg Street

KWAZULU NATAL
Durban  

Durban: 465 Anton Lembede 
Street (Opp. Durdoc Centre)

Empangeni: 7 Chrome 
Crescent Street

Pinetown: 28 Mdoni Centre, 
Crompton Street

Port Shepstone: Bisset Street 
cnr Mandela Street

Pietermaritzburg: 399 Church 
Street (Opp. Capital Centre)

FREE STATE
Bloemfontein

Bloemfontein: 60 Oliver Tambo 
Road

Aliwal North: 63 Somerset 
Street  

Thaba Nchu: 11 Jan van 
Riebeeck Street

Welkom

4 Kort street - CBD
Mario’s Taxi Rank Complex  

LIMPOPO
Mokopane

102 Mandela drive. Next to 
Chicken Licken.

Polokwane

Polokwane: Shop 3, 20 Jorrisen 
Street

MPUMALANGA
Nelspruit 

Nelspruit: 34 Brown Street, 
Next to Truworths (Close to 
Nedbank)

Witbank: 8 Arras Street, 
Witbank CBD

NORTH WEST
Rustenburg

Rustenburg: 134 Klopper 
Street

Potchefstroom: 3680 Lekhele 
Street, Ikageng (Next to Post 
Office) 

Mahikeng: 28 Robinson Street, 
Cnr Main Street (Next to the 
Library)

Your nearest UCKG:


