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M O RTA R
A N D P E STLE
he will become wise — it does
hough
you not work.
grind a fool in a
mortar with a In other words, you can use the
pestle along with crushed pestle to crush your kernels of
grain, yet his foolishness wheat which can be made into
will not depart from him.” a delicious meal, but crushing
(chastening) a fool will serve no
Proverbs 27:22 (NKJV)
purpose.

“T

Foolishness is a state of mind
which causes a person to make
bad, wrong and ugly decisions
in life. A person who is a fool
is unable to act with prudence,
responsibility and discretion.
Such behaviour has everything
to do with the fruits of flesh as
we read in Galatians 5. After
all only fools would do those
things and do them thinking
they were right.
What is even more interesting
is the comparison between
grinding wheat or any other
grain to its desired texture and
trying to get the fool into a
good state of mind, or hoping

Thus, we need
to work on
having the Holy
Spirit. Only
He can make
the new birth
happen...,

Other than that, all that is left is
frustration. Frustration because
we have to see people making
the wrong choices and the
more we talk to them the worse
it becomes.
Should God should use a
mortar and pestle, or perhaps
it’s better to say, should God
allow trials and tribulations to
come your way, do not despair.
God wants to prepare you to
serve Him, to become a better
servant. Therefore, it will be
up to you to decide whether to
stay in and allow God to do His
work or jump out.

We need to grind the wheat to
make a tasty bread as much
as God needs to remove our
foolishness and add to us His
wisdom. The Holy Spirit is
willing to do His job, but are
you willing to listen to Him?
God bless you all.
...for it is the only way for a fool Marcelo Pires
to become teachable.
mp@mpires.org

3

SUNDAY 13 June 2021 •

B

eing involved in a
car accident at the
age of three left
Brenda with scars on
her face and low selfesteem in terms of her
appearance.
“I had low self-esteem
and I thought I was
not good enough
or beautiful enough.
To compensate for
all that, I made sure
that I always excelled
in everything I did. I
wanted people to shift
their focus from my
face to what I could do.
I
began
dating
multiple partners to
feel beautiful. I wanted
to fill the void I had
inside,” she said.
Living a promiscuous
life did not give Brenda
any satisfaction and
she found herself in an
abusive relationship.
“My boyfriend verbally
abused me and told
me how no one
would love me nor
appreciate me like he
did. I did not leave him
because I believed he
was doing me a favour.
Things
quickly
escalated when the
abuse turned physical.

with the
s a m e
brush.
S h e
thought
all men
w e r e
abusive.
“I
used
to
lock
myself
inside the
h o u s e
a n d
w o u l d
n o t
He used
to beat
me to the
point that
I escaped
in
the
middle of
the night
through a
window.
He came
running after me to
apologise and I always
went back to him.

I used to lock myself inside
the house and would not
speak to anyone

I realised I had to end
the relationship when
we had an argument
about who I was talking
to on the phone. He
started strangling me
and I was bleeding but
he did not care,” said
Brenda.
Brenda grew to hate
all men, painting them

speak to anyone. The
only time I spoke to
people was when I was
fighting with them. A
minor argument with
my sister would cause
me to physically fight
with her. My parents
did not understand
what was happening,”
she said.
Brenda realised she
needed help and
she started attending

services
at
the
Universal Church.
“I
spoke
to
the
pastor in the church,
explained my situation
to him and he advised
me to engage in a
chain of prayer for
my deliverance. I still
hated my ex-boyfriend
and I used to stalk him
on Facebook,” she
said.
The decision to forgive
her ex-boyfriend came
when Brenda heard
the preaching in the
church that lack of
forgiveness does not
do anything to the
person you hate, it
only consumes you.
“I took a decision
to forgive him and
I stopped stalking
him. I cut all ties with
anything and anyone
linking me to him.
Today I am a very
happy person and
I
understand
that
not all men are the
same. I have a good
relationship with my
sister. The greatest gift
I have is the Holy Spirit
and He gives me peace
and joy,” said Brenda.
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arabo’s life took a
turn for the worse
after his parents
divorced when he was eight
years old. His mother and
siblings were forced to move
out of their house.

I later became
curious as to
why they took
drugs and I
started to sniff
cocaine myself
“My mother, two siblings
and I had to move to a oneroomed place. We struggled
so much that we often went
to sleep hungry. Things
worsened when my mother
was diagnosed with cancer
and eventually passed on
when I was 17. I blamed
myself for her death and felt
like a complete failure. My
life was in a turmoil and I
was filled with hopelessness,”
he said.
Karabo
moved
to
Johannesburg in search of
a better life. He met people
who were involved in crime.
They were living a fancy
lifestyle and he became
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NO STRANGER
TO SUFFERING
interested in how they made
money, he too started selling
drugs.

I could not breathe, I was
sweating and hallucinating,”
he said.

“I looked for places where I
could get drugs. I met a drug
supplier and I began selling
cocaine. I sold it to people in
prominent positions. I later
became curious as to why
they took drugs and I started
to sniff cocaine myself. It was
not long before I became
addicted to it,” said Karabo.

Things worsened when he
was involved in a car accident
while travelling to a casino.
The car rolled several times,
the paramedics and police
had to cut it open to get him
out. Even after the accident,
he did not change.

Karabo’s life spiralled deep
down into drugs and crime.
He began conning people
to get money to feed his
addiction
by promising
to double their money.
Working in a gang, some
members sold drugs and
some conned people.
He was later imprisoned.
“I was in three different
prisons and the longest time
I spent in prison was a year.
Even prison did not change
my behaviour.
One day I bought cocaine
worth R40, 000 and I
finished it all by myself
in one day. I felt like my
heart was about to stop.

Karabo was invited to
the Universal Church by
someone from his gym who
was also a member of the
church. “The man gave
me a flyer with the heading
“problems and solutions”
and to my surprise, I had all
the problems listed there. I
attended my first service in
the church and I did not hear
anything. The only thing I
heard was the pastor advising
us to give God a chance and I
decided to give God a chance
to change my life.
I engaged in chains of prayers
on Wednesdays and Fridays.
I lost interest in alcohol and
drugs. I was delivered and
I started sleeping peacefully
at night, I stopped taking
drugs and drinking alcohol. I
became serious about having
a relationship with God. It
was not easy but there was a
change inside of me, I felt at
peace,” said Karabo.
His
life
has
changed
tremendously. “I am now
a married man and I have
two beautiful daughters and
I started my own farming
business.
The
greatest
achievement in my life is the
Holy Spirit. I am no longer
interested in drugs and I am
not involved in a life of crime.
I do not con people for
their money. I do not have
thoughts of going back to my
old life. I put all of my effort
into helping others,” he
said.
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POVERTY BROUGHT ME
HUMILIATION

H

aving a job but being
unable to put food on
the table and pay rent
was what defined Emily’s life.
“As a single mother, things
were very hard for me.
Sometimes I had money to pay
rent, but I was unable to put
food on the table. I borrowed
money from my friends
and boss. My neighbours
sometimes gave me food.
I became very depressed
because I saw no way out.

go on like that and I decided
to take things seriously and I
became a faithful tither.
After a few months, the
changes were evident. I
stopped borrowing money
from my boss and friends,”
said Emily.

“i knocked on
my neighbour’s
door but they
would not open
because they
knew i wanted
to ask for food”

her children. “Sometimes, I
knocked on my neighbour’s
door but they would not open
because they knew I wanted
to ask for food.
Emily is no longer depressed
and she is no longer suffering.
I was invited to the Universal She is filled with the Holy Spirit
Church by my friend and I and she is happy even when
was in the church for a very she faces challenges. “The
long time but my life was not Holy Spirit guides me and even
Emily’s situation made her feel changing because I was not when I have problems, I know
very empty and humiliated taking things seriously. I soon that I can overcome them with
and she felt she was failing realised that I could no longer God by my side” she said.
My boss complained because
I always borrowed money.
I was not able to pay my
children’s tuition fees. I often
contemplated suicide but I
did not attempt it because
I wondered what would
become of my children if I
committed suicide,” she said.
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Ended a
Life of

Shame

S

pending his entire salary in one day
became a habit for Nduduzo when
he could not control his alcohol
addiction. “I moved to Johannesburg
from KwaZulu Natal in search of greener
pastures.
I wanted to further my studies but I met
bad friends and that led me to lose focus
on the dream I had of studying further. I
had to settle for any job to make a living.
With the bad influence of my friends, I
started to drink alcohol and soon became
trapped in an alcohol addiction.
I used to spend my entire salary on
alcohol in one day and the next day, I had
no transportation money to get to work. I
was afraid to borrow money from people
because I had been paid the previous
day. I walked from George Goch, where I
stayed, to my working place in Hyde Park,”
he said.

C

lara was raised
in a family of six
and even though
her father was alive, her
mother had to raise her
and her siblings all by
herself.
“My mother raised us
all by herself even though
my father was around.
I had a very disturbed
childhood. I was unable
to sleep well at night and
whenever I slept, I had
nightmares.
I hallucinated when
I played with other

Nduduzo was soon fired from work
because of his bad behaviour and to make
matters worse, his brothers told him to go
back to the homelands because they were
tired of his shameful behaviour.
“I tried to stop drinking but the longest
I could go without alcohol was three days.
My family did not have any respect for me.
I was disregarded.

My family did not
have any respect
for me. I was
disregarded.
One day while I was drinking in the
shebeen, one of my friends gave me
a pamphlet with a job advertisement,
since I was unemployed. I went to look
for a job the next day and while I was
still job hunting, I came across the
Universal Church. The pastors who were
evangelising outside invited me to attend
a service. I went in and after the service, I
was offered counselling by a pastor,” said
Nduduzo.

children. I
always saw
things that
wanted
to attack
me.
I
isolated
myself
because I was
afraid
that
people would
notice there
was something
s t r a n g e
happening to
me,” she said.
T
h
e
hallucinations
made Clara lose
concentration
at school. To
escape all that
was going on,
she turned to
friends. “I made
friends and they
looked very happy. It
was like they had the

In the church, Nduduzo learnt that his
life could change through engaging and
committing himself to the chain of prayers
and obeying the word of God.
“I decided to go back to school to
further my studies. I am currently doing
my honours degree in Communication
and Media studies. I do not drink alcohol
any more and my family respects me. I am
happily married to a woman of God and I
have my own car.
I am filled with the presence of God
and I have peace and happiness. God is
the only one who validates me,” he said.

peace that I was longing
for. Everything was
fine whenever I
was around them
but when I was
alone, I saw
things that did
not exist and I
heard strange
voices.
I tried to
look for help
but the situation
became
so
unbearable
that I even
contemplated
suicide,” said
Clara.
C l a r a ’ s
mother
was
invited to the
Universal Church
by her friend and
she in turn invited
Clara. “I attended
a Sunday service
in the church and

I saw things that
did not exist and
I heard strange
voices
the pastor advised us to
make a chain of prayer.
I attended services every
day and I committed
myself because I wanted
to be free.
I am now free and
very happy. I am filled
with the presence of God
because I opened my
heart to Him. I do not
have nightmares, I sleep
well at night. I do not
hallucinate and I do not
hear strange voices. I do
not live my life in fear any
longer,” she said.
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Found a goal in life
marijuana for fun. I stopped
smoking marijuana soon
afterwards but I continued
to drink alcohol,” he said.

B

eing raised in a good
family did not stop
Lisema from living
a
promiscuous
life
and
experimenting with alcohol and
marijuana in his teenage years.
“I was born and raised in the
Eastern Cape in a family with
five children. My father was the
only one working in Gauteng
while my mother took care of us
back home. We had enough to
get us through each day.
In my teenage years, my friends
introduced me to alcohol and
marijuana. I would occasionally
drink alcohol and smoke

Lisema moved to
Johannesburg
to
look for work but
things did not go as
planned when he
could not find work.
He enrolled in a tertiary
college for computer studies
and was soon able to find a job
in an IT department.
“When I started working, I
always had money to buy
alcohol. My drinking problem
soon got out of hand. At one
time, I drank the whole weekend
and I got so drunk that I had to be
carried home in a wheelbarrow.
I then had to borrow money to go
to work,” said Lisema.
Lisema’s siblings spoke to him
about the Universal Church and
he went there out of curiosity. “I
was already a member of another
church but I always felt empty.
As the pastor was preaching in
the Universal Church, I realised
that I was in the right place and
since then, I never looked back.

I engaged in chains of prayers and
received strength to stop drinking
alcohol and living a promiscuous
life. I did not want to live a life
that was contradictory to the
Word of God,” he said.

At one time, I got so
drunk that I had to
be carried home in a
wheelbarrow
Soon afterwards, he met his wife
who was also a member of the
church and they got married.
He and his wife have been
married for 17 years and have
two children. They have a fourbedroomed house and both own
cars. Lisema runs a property
investment business.
“I realise that the life I lived
before was wrong. I am no
longer feeling empty and my
greatest treasure is to know God
and to have the assurance of my
salvation,” said Lisema.

DISCLAIMERS: The contents of this publication reflect the opinions of the interviewees. This publication is for information purposes only. Opinions and
advice expressed do not necessarily represent the views of the Universal Church of the Kingdom of God. The Universal Church does not claim to heal
anyone, but believes that through the power of faith in the name of Jesus, a person can receive healing. Those under medical treatment are advised to
continue taking prescribed medication and following their doctors’ instructions.

GAUTENG
Park Station: 25 Plein Street,
Johannesburg
Alexandra 1: 740 Pretoria Main
Road, Cnr Link Road
Benoni: 70 Cranbourne Avenue
(Next to ABSA)
Carletonville: 4 Ada Street
Daveyton 1: 9397 Eislen Street
(Next to Engen Garage)
Diepsloot: Ext 4, (Opp. The
Bridge)
Dobsonville : 4337 Main Road
Ebony Park: 476 Twenty Ninth
September Road
Eldorado: Sirkel Road, Ext 5
(White tent, Next to Shell
Garage)
Evaton: 348 Bodea Road,
(next to
Mmali’s Shop)
Fine Town: 10 Fontaine,
Grasmere,
Golden Highway
Germiston: Cnr Voortekker
Street
& Railway Road, (Opp. Total
Garage)
Hillbrow: Highpoint, 60
Pretoria Street
Kagiso: Cnr Ngalonkulu &
Thulandivile Drive, Hillsview
Kempton Park: 13 Pretoria
Road
(Next To Caltex Garage)

Kwa Thema 1: Cnr Nkosi and
Hintsa Streets, Highland, Kwa
Thema (next to the Post Office)
La Rochelle: 18 Geranium
Street,
Cnr Prairie Street
Lenasia 1: 1 Station Place, Ext
1, Former Apsara Cinema (Next
to Apsara Supermarket)
Merafe: 2231 Moliwa Street,
Moletsane (Behind Pick ‘n Pay)
Mohlakeng: 2186 Nhlapo
Street
Nigel: Shop 1, Gazelle Street,
Alra Park
Orange Farm 1: Falcon Road,
EXT 6A, (Near Spar)
Randburg 1: 4 Dover & Bram
Fischer, (Opp. Garden Mall)
Refengkgotso: 41
Refengkgotso
Sebokeng: 392 Moshoeshoe
Street, Zone 10 (Formerly
Freddie’s supermarket)
Soweto: 24456 Cnr Immink
Road & Kokwane Street,
Zone 6, Diepkloof
Spruitview: 23 Cnr Brickfield &
Moagi Road
Tembisa 1: 87 Kestrel Street,
Mathole, Difateng
Thokoza 1: 1838 Rakoma Street
(Opp Shell Garage)
Tsakane 1: 2745 Mabaso Street,
Cnr Shandu
Vanderbijlpark: Shop No. 4,

C R Swart Street (Next to OK
Furniture)
Vereeniging: Shop 1, 8 Kruger
Avenue (Opp Sassa)
Vosloorus: 12710 Beirman
Road,
Vosloorus Square (Former
Nandy & Nice)
Pretoria: 175 Nana Sita Street
(old Skinner Street), Pretoria
Central

WESTERN CAPE
Cape Town
Cape Town: 9 Buitenkant Street
(near the Grand Parade)
Khayelitsha: 54 Ntsikizi Street,
Ilitha Park
Phillipi: 427 Landsdowne Road
(Next to Tesco)
Bellville : 16 Kruskal Avenue,
Bellville - Cape Town, Opposite
KFC
George
George: 121 Cradock Street

EASTERN CAPE
East London
East London: 5 Gladstone
Street
Umtata: 36 Owen Street (Next
to Botha Sigcau Building)
Port Elizabeth: 45 Norongo
Road & Cnr Sopazi Street, New
Brighton

NORTHERN CAPE
Kimberley
Kimberley: 44 Sidney Street
Upington: Rosebuds Shopping
Centre, Leeukop Street, Cnr
Drakensberg Street

KWAZULU NATAL

Welkom
4 Kort street - CBD
Mario’s Taxi Rank Complex

LIMPOPO
Mokopane
102 Mandela drive. Next to
Chicken Licken.

Durban

Polokwane

Durban: 465 Anton Lembede
Street (Opp. Durdoc Centre)

Polokwane: Shop 3, 20 Jorrisen
Street

Empangeni: 7 Chrome
Crescent Street
Pinetown: 28 Mdoni Centre,
Crompton Street

MPUMALANGA
Nelspruit

Port Shepstone: Bisset Street
cnr Mandela Street

Nelspruit: 34 Brown Street,
Next to Truworths (Close to
Nedbank)

Pietermaritzburg: 399 Church
Street (Opp. Capital Centre)

Witbank: 8 Arras Street,
Witbank CBD

FREE STATE

NORTH WEST

Bloemfontein

Rustenburg

Bloemfontein: 60 Oliver Tambo
Road

Rustenburg: 134 Klopper
Street

Aliwal North: 63 Somerset
Street

Potchefstroom: 3680 Lekhele
Street, Ikageng (Next to Post
Office)

Thaba Nchu: 11 Jan van
Riebeeck Street

Mahikeng: 28 Robinson Street,
Cnr Main Street (Next to the
Library)

Your nearest UCKG:

